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The week was warm and mild. Temperatures
averaged from one degree below normals in the Panhandle
to three to five degrees below normals across the remainder
of the State. Precipitation occurred midweek with amounts
varying from .18 inch in the Southwest up to 5.45 inches at
Grand Island.

GENERAL

Nebraska farmers and ranchers had only limited
weather delays in conducting fleldwork activities last week,
according to the Nebraska Agricultural Statistics Service.
Portions of the State received timely rains, while some
areas received more severe rains and other areas continue
to be bypassed by storm systems. Irrigators in areas
receiving abundant rain have shut down their watering
systems. Otherwise, irrigation activities continue. Crop
development continues ahead of normal where warm
temperatures, high humidity, and moisture have been
available. Many dryland crops continue to experience stress
from the recent hot, dry, windy weather. Other fieldwork
activities included corn borer treatment, cultivating, and
harvesting of wheat, oats, wild hay, and alfalfa.

CROPS

Winter wheat harvest made good progress last
week with 75% completed by week's end. This remains
ahead of last year at 68% and the 5-year average at 71%.
Some rain delays were experienced in a few areas. Harvest
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has begun in the Panhandle but most of the producers
there were waiting for the crop to fully ripen.

Corn condition was rated at 2% poor, 15% fair,
68% good, and 15% excellent. Corn borer treatment

activities continued statewide. Crop development is
progressing well ahead of normal with some fields into the
dough stage. Dryland corn continues to show stress and is

in need of rainfall. Some late planted and replanted fields,
without irrigation, were showing considerable stress.

Sorghum and soybeans were both in mostly good
condition. Cultivating and chemical weed control on both

crops continued. Sorghum has begun heading out, mainly
in the eastern-most districts.

Alfalfa was in fair to good condition. Second
cutting remained behind last year and average. Some
reports indicate a short harvest. Wild hay was rated in
mostly good condition. Wild hay harvest was active
statewide last week.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range condition was rated at 88% of
normal, in the good to excellent category. The hot, dry,
windy conditions were stressing many rangelands but
reports were still showing areas with above normal
conditions. Cattle continue to do well on pastures. A few
producers are finding it necessary to supplement hay to
cattle on pastures or are moving cattle to prolong grass
usage. Flies are becoming more of a problem on pastures
and in feedlots. Control measures are being conducted.

FIELD WORK PROGRESS AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS DISTRICTS LAST LAST AVER

AS OF JULY I4,1991 NW I NC I NE I C I EC I SW I SC I SE STA_ WEEK YEAR AGE"

% wheat ripe 50 100 . 100 100 100 100 100 100 84 74 83 90

% wheat ha_ted 27 77 70 100 97 100 100 100 75 55 68 71

% oats hatw_ted It 39 41 68 61 76 98 87 51 21 30 47

% corn silked 2 9 26 45 71 20 51 96 47 8 9 29

% sorghum headed 3 l 14 O 7 0 O 7 6 0 0 3

% urybeans blooming 0 25 25 28 45 18 20 67 41 24 It 39

% alfalfa second cutting 13 47 39

DAYS SUITABLE AND SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION
AS OF JULY 12, 1991

42 70 41 76 68 45 22 53 59

Days suaable 6.0 6.4 6.1 4.8 4.1 6.3 6.1 4.5 5.5 6.6 6.6

Topsoil moisture - Short 47 62 68 35 11 64 90 50 51 66 59

(Percent) - Adequate 53 38 32 36 72 36 l0 50 43 33 37

- Surplus O 0 0 29 17 0 0 0 6 l 4

Subf, od moisture. Short 13 38 18 31 6 46 42 78 33 32 48

(Percent) - Adequate 87 62 82 69 83 54 58 22 ' 65 66 52

- Surplus 0 O 0 0 11 0 0 0 2 2 0
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